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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
 
March 12, 2020  
 
Governor Whitmer Announces Statewide Closure of All K-12 School Buildings  
School building closures will last Monday, March 16 through Sunday, April 5  
   
LANSING, Mich. -- Today, Governor Gretchen Whitmer announced that in order to 
slow the spread of Novel Coronavirus (COVID-19) in Michigan, she is ordering the 
closure of all K-12 school buildings, public, private, and boarding, to students starting 
Monday, March 16 until Sunday, April 5. School buildings are scheduled to reopen on 
Monday, April 6.  
  
As of tonight, the number of presumptive positive cases of COVID-19 in Michigan is 
12.  
  
“This is a necessary step to protect our kids, our families, and our overall public 
health,” said Governor Whitmer. “I am working with partners across state government 
to ensure educators, parents, and students have the support they need during this 
time, and to ensure our children who rely on school for meals have access to food. I 
know this will be a tough time, but we’re doing this to keep the most people we can 
safe. I urge everyone to make smart choices during this time and to do everything they 
can to protect themselves and their families.”  
  
“Closing our K-12 school buildings is the responsible choice that will minimize the risk 
of exposure for children, educators, and families and mitigate the spread of 
coronavirus,” said Michigan State Superintendent Michael Rice. “The Department of 
Education will continue to work closely with our partners in state government to help 
our students and educators in each school district get through this time. This is about 
protecting the most people in Michigan.”  
  
Governors across the country, including Mike DeWine (R-OH), Andy Beshear (D-KY), 
and Larry Hogan (R-MD), have taken similar steps to close schools and ensure the 
protection of children and families in their states.  
  
“Closing our school buildings is the smart thing and the right thing to do for the public’s 
health,” said Michigan Department of Health and Human Services Chief Deputy for 
Health and Chief Medical Executive Dr. Joneigh Khaldun. “These actions will help 
mitigate the spread of COVID-19 in Michigan. I will continue to work with Governor 
Whitmer and our four COVID-19 task forces to ensure we protect our children, our 
families, and our communities.”   
  
Patients with confirmed infection have reportedly had mild to severe respiratory illness 
with symptoms of:  
• Fever   
• Cough   
• Shortness of breath   
  
The best prevention for viruses, such as influenza, the common cold or COVID-19 is 
to:  
• Wash your hands often with soap and warm water for 20 seconds. If not 
available, use hand sanitizer.     
• Avoid touching your eyes, nose, or mouth with unwashed hands.     
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What this Means for Cassopolis Families: 
At this point, students are not required to remotely complete the curriculum (lessons, 
etc.). Online courses remain active and students can continue working. We are 
working to get lessons, assignments, and activities posted for students as soon as 
possible. We will communicate through email and on the District’s website when 
these will be posted.  
 
Important MEDICATION INFORMATION: If your student will need medications 
currently on file or medical equipment used in the school setting during the closure, 
please contact the main office of your child’s school so that arrangements can be 
made for pick up. Medications and equipment not needed during the closure can 
remain at school, or arrangements can be made during the closure by contacting my 
office.  
 
Sports/Extracurricular Activities 

 All extracurricular activities and sporting events, including rehearsals and 
practices, are immediately postponed until school is reopened.  

 All activities/performances scheduled in school are canceled. 
 No students will be allowed on campus until school is reopened, without prior 

approval of the Superintendent. Re-scheduling of events will be determined 
on a case-by-case basis. 

 
Trips 

 All field trips are canceled through Spring Break April 6th to April 10th. 
 Decisions about field trips taking place after Spring Break will be made in 

conjunction with the Van Buren/Cass Health Department, building principals, 
and other district administration. 

 A determination on rescheduling will be made on a case by case basis. 

 
Food Service 

 Plans are being made to provide food to our students. Details of those plans 
will be posted on our website and sent out as soon as they are available. 

 

Community Use of Facilities 
 All school facilities, including sports fields, will remain closed to the public 

during school closures. Community access to facilities will resume when 
schools reopen.  

 All facility rentals are canceled or postponed until schools reopen. 

 

During the mandated closure, the District will send regular updates to provide 
ongoing information to our families and staff. Updates will also be posted on the 
District website. 
 
We thank you for your cooperation during this unprecedented time. We hope that all 
stay safe and in good health in the weeks ahead. 
 
 
Sincerely, 

Dr. Angela Piazza 

Dr. Angela Piazza 

 


